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Settling into South Africa 
On July 15th, after five weeks of travel, meetings, paperwork and 
wonderful visits with friends and family we left Coleman’s parents 
in Bryn Athyn and began our 46 hour trip to Westville. Flying 
from JFK to Heathrow to Johannesburg to Durban was 
exhausting but we made it with all of our luggage, most of our 
sanity and our sense of humour. Samuel was great on the flights, 
sleeping through most of the two long overnight legs. We were 
very excited to see our new home as we flew over Durban. As we 
were greeted at the airport by the pastor and members of the 
congregation they apologized for the ‘cold winter weather’. It was 
23ºC/73ºF. Having just left northern Canada where it snowed for 9 
consecutive months last winter, we reassured them that we would 
be just fine with this ‘winter’ weather!!
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Where we are 

We are located in Westville, a 
suburb of Durban, in the Kwa-
Zulu Natal province on the east 
coast of South Africa. 20 
minutes from our door to the 
Indian Ocean! 

What we’re doing 

Coleman is serving as the 
Associate Pastor at the 
Westville New Church. In 
addition to half of the 
preaching responsibilities, he 
teaches Grade 5 religion at the 
church school. Together we are 
leading the secondary school 
youth group and a young adult 
small group. Anne is 
volunteering in the nursery 
and Sunday School. 

Who we’re with 

Malcolm Smith is the Pastor 
here. He and his wife Abby  
have been here for three-and-
a-half years and, along with 
their children Mara, Caleb and 
Jesse, have welcomed us into 
their home where we have 
been staying. They have been 
taking care of us and showing 
us around our new home!
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A ‘winter’ stroll on the beach
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Our first weeks in South Africa have been spent getting to know 
our new congregation and community. The Westville New 
Church has an average Sunday attendance of 80-90, with about 25 
children in the Sunday School and nursery. The church complex is 
also home to the Kainon Schools. The primary school has 
approximately 100 children in grades 1-7. Another 100 children 
(ages 2-5) attend the pre-primary school. It’s a busy place! In 
addition to sharing the responsibilities for the morning chapel 
service Coleman also visits the pre-primary classes for worship 
circles and mentors senior students who lead chapel once a week.!

House and Home"
It was an impressive crew that packed up our entire house in 
Dawson Creek in June, loaded everything onto a truck and took 
it away to Vancouver to be loaded into a shipping container and 
onto a boat. From there it set sail. We know that it arrived in 
Singapore in early this month and the current arrival estimate in 
Durban is August 25th. So we could get out things and move into 
our house as early as next week! (But it’s also been delayed before, 
so we aren’t getting our hopes up too much). The renovations on 
the manse are just about complete and so we should be able to 
move in as soon as our things arrive. Our house is just a few 
minute’s walk from the church and school, in a neighbourhood 
largely inhabited by members of the congregations. The Smiths 
live just around the corner and up the hill from us, and we have 
already begun to get to know our neighbours. !

Coming up…"
Our focus now turns to settling in - getting unpacked, finding a 
routine and really getting into life here in Westville. We’re so 
excited to see what the Lord has in store for us here and we are 
grateful for your love and support from all around the world!!

To get a monthly mailing of our newsletter please send us an 
email and we’ll add you to the list. For more details of our 

adventures visit our blog!!

" Layover in London - The contents of our house
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    Big Brother? What does this mean? 

Praise and Petitions 

Praise God and give thanks for 
the warm welcome and 
wonderful hospitality we have 
been shown here. We are 
particularly grateful for the Smiths 
and their gracious care of us in 
introducing us to our new home 
and in opening theirs to us as we 
continue to wait for our things to 
arrive. 

Please pray for Coleman as he 
settles into the rhythm of things 
here both in his preaching and 
his classes. He will also be visiting 
a group of young adults studying 
in Cape Town at the end of 
September. 

Pray for us as we lead small 
groups of youth and young 
adults. Pray that we would make 
strong connections and build 
good relationships in these 
crucial first weeks and months. 

Pray for Anne as this pregnancy 
progresses and as we plan for the 
arrival of this child. Please pray 
for health and strength and the 
energy to keep up with Samuel! 

Pray for Samuel as he learns to 
walk, continues to make friends 
and prepares to become a big 
brother in January or February!

mailto:coleman.anne.glenn@gmail.com
http://www.colemanandanne.wordpress.com

